


Grade 8 Curriculum Guide Overview
	The following pages outline InspireNOLA’s English language arts reading and writing curriculum for grade 8. The year-long guide presents four selected units from Louisiana Believes Guidebooks that prove valuable and worthwhile of our students’ and teachers’ classroom time. Language, foundational, and speaking and listening standards should be addressed and taught individually by teachers guided by InspireNOLA’s ELA Instructional Approach. 
The curriculum team has adopted the Louisiana Guidebook units and sequenced them throughout the year so that they cover a range of high-priority standards and content, comprise anchor and layered texts that vary in genre, are topics that our students should enjoy and learn much from, and increase in text complexity as the year progresses.  
Provided in the pages following are unit selection rationales for the four chosen anchor texts, unit overviews, a grade level pacing guide, and the deconstructed standards that show depth of knowledge, essential questions, and academic vocabulary for each Common Core Standard. The unit overviews define the estimated time frame, quarterly reading and writing focus, lesson resource direct links, unit summary, focus standards, performance assessments, as well as the required and recommended texts.
Each unit is estimated to take about 6-8 weeks and will emphasize a specific reading and writing focus for the quarter. The guidebooks encompass many standards, so the unit focus standards were pulled out and highlighted. These are the essential standards that should be mastered by the end of each unit and may be assessed on quarterly network benchmark tests. The performance assessments include an end-of-unit cold read task and culminating writing task as well as an extension task that may occur throughout the teaching of the unit.
LearnZillion.org should be used to access classroom-ready daily lessons for the Louisiana Believes Guidebook units. They include lesson plans, formative and summative assessments, texts, student materials, teaching notes, and student writing examples. Each lesson is scaffolded so that students have multiple opportunities to acquire the skills and knowledge they will need to be successful on the performance assessments. The lessons should be thoroughly studied, so that preparation and tailoring for students’ needs occurs well in advance of instruction.    



Grade 8 Unit Selection Rationales
	Unit
	Anchor Text & Author
	Rationale for Placement Within the Year

	1
	"Flowers for Algernon"
Daniel Keyes
(short story)
	Due to the nature of the story, the anchor text varies in readability from readily accessible to very complex. The unit exposes students early on to argumentative writing as well as using textual evidence to support claims. This early introduction to making evidence-based claims builds a strong foundation for writing as the year progresses. 

	2
	Sugar Changed the World
Marc Aronson and Marina Budhos

	The anchor text is slightly less complex than the previous text, but lends itself well to exploring a variety of ELA skills. In addition, the anchor text integrates the social studies curriculum and requires students to realize the social impact of key historical events. Students will focus on determining text credibility and comparing and contrasting multiple texts to build historical knowledge.  

	3
	"The Tell-Tale Heart"
Edgar Allan Poe
	The anchor text is very complex and grade-level appropriate. The unit features a variety of grade 8 literary skills that routinely ask students to think critically. Its media literacy integration is complemented well with the third quarter's narrative writing focus and serves to make complex texts accessible to middle school students.  

	4
	"Conservation as a National Duty"
Theodore Roosevelt
	This famous speech closes out the year on a strong note as a very complex text that continues to build on the foundation of research explored in the beginning of the school year. Students will be expected to integrate all of the skills mastered throughout the year into a culminating essay that focuses on creating a culture of conservation consciousness.




Grade 8 Curriculum Guide
Unit 1 Focus – Developing Different Perspectives
	Time Frame
	Reading Focus
	Writing Focus
	Anchor Text
	Additional Texts Needed

	8 weeks
	Literary
	Informative & Argument
	“Flowers for Algernon”
Daniel Keyes
(short story)
	For Assessments:
· "Does IQ Test Really Measure Intelligence?" - Denise Mann
· "IQ Tests are Meaningless and Too Simplistic' Claim Researchers" - Nicholas McDermott

For Lessons:
· Old Greek Stories: The Story of Prometheus - James Baldwin
· Frankenstein - Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley
· "What's in an Inkblot? Some Say, Not Much" - Erica Goode
· Charly, "Open, Relentless Search" (video) - Ralph Nelson	
· Charly, "I'd Like to Be Smarter" (video) - Ralph Nelson

	Unit Summary
	Students read literary and informational texts about knowledge and intelligence to understand what happens when humans think they can manipulate the minds of others for a greater good and how our understanding of intelligence has evolved over time. Students express their understanding of these ideas by exploring how authors draw on traditional stories and develop characters and themes to teach us about ourselves and others.
	

	Focus Standards
	Though additional Louisiana Common Core Standards are addressed in the unit, the focus standards listed below are essential for students to be successful on unit and quarterly assessments.
	

	
	Literature – 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.9
	

	
	Information – 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.6, 8.8, 8.9
	

	
	Writing – 8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 8.10
	

	Performance Assessments
	Each unit assessment has three parts, which together measure the following claims:
· Students read and comprehend a range of complex texts independently.
· Students write effectively when using and/or analyzing sources.

Cold Read Task – Students read “Does IQ Test Really Measure Intelligence?” and “IQ Tests are ‘Meaningless and Too Simplistic’ Claim Researchers.” Then students answer a combination of questions.

Culminating Writing Task – Students write a multiparagraph essay in response to the prompt: Consider how Charlie has changed from the beginning of “Flowers for Algernon.” How does the surgery improve or worsen his quality of life?

Extension Task – Students engage in a series of conversations and conduct research to write an informative essay which (1) presents different theories of intelligence, (2) identifies who developed each theory and how, and (3) explains why each theory is or is not widely accepted today. Students also share their information with the class.

	Unit Notes:
	Supplemental informational texts available at https://newsela.com/text-sets/9834/books--flowersforalgernon-keyes
Daily lesson resource - https://learnzillion.com/resources/78764-flowers-for-algernon
Louisiana Guidebook - http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/unit-plan-english-language-arts-grade-8-sample-flowers-for-algernon.pdf?sfvrsn=7 



Unit 2 Focus – Sugar Production's Influence on Society
	Time Frame
	Reading Focus
	Writing Focus
	Anchor Text
	Additional Texts Needed

	8 weeks
	Nonfiction: Informational
	Argument & Informational
	How Sugar Changed the World
Marc Aronson and Marina Budhos
	For Assessments:
· "State of Sugar"(video) - This Week in Louisiana Agriculture

For Lessons:
· I is a Long-Memoried Woman "Sugar Cane" (includes audio) - Grace Nichols
· "How Sugar Changed the World" - Heather Whipps 
· "Sugar Cane" - Alfred Corn
· "Sugar" - Anup Shah
· Cane Cutting Scene - Louisiana State Museum and KnowLA, Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities
· Louisiana Sugarcane Farmer (video) - America's Heartland

	Unit Summary
	Students will explore the impact that sugar production and trade had on the economic and social course of world history, including in Louisiana. They will seek to answer the following questions: What were the benefits and costs of sugar distribution? Why did people go to such trouble to transplant sugar from one location to another? How did sugar distribution contribute to Louisiana history? Students will explore conflicting information about sugar through research. Through this they will focus on determining text credibility and comparing and contrasting texts to make informative claims. This unit connects to history and science.
	

	Focus Standards
	Though additional Louisiana Common Core Standards are addressed in the unit, the focus standards listed below are essential for students to be successful on unit and quarterly assessments.
	

	
	Literature – 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.6
	

	
	Information – 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6, 8.8, 8.9
	

	
	Writing – 8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 8.10
	

	Performance Assessments
	Each unit assessment has three parts, which together measure the following claims:
· Students read and comprehend a range of complex texts independently.
· Students write effectively when using and/or analyzing sources.

Cold Read Task – Students read “200 Years of Progress in the Louisiana Sugar Industry: A Brief History” and watch “State of Sugar.” Then students answer a combination of questions.

Culminating Writing Task – Students write a multiparagraph essay in response to the prompt: What is the author’s purpose for writing Sugar Changed the World and how is their purpose conveyed through their word choice, organization, use of evidence, and development of a central idea?

Extension Task – Students conduct research on the role of sugar on nutrition. Then students write an argumentative, research-based essay that (1) makes a claim about the role of sugar, (2) argues what impact that role of sugar had on the world, and (3) defends the claim using evidence.

	Unit Notes:
	Daily lesson resource - https://learnzillion.com/resources/81662-8th-grade-ela-guidebook-units
Louisiana Guidebook - https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/unit-plan-english-language-arts-grade-8-sample-sugar-changed-the-world.pdf?sfvrsn=7 





Unit 3 Focus – Perception vs. Reality
	Time Frame
	Reading Focus
	Writing Focus
	Anchor Text
	Additional Texts Needed

	8 weeks
	Literary
	Narrative
	“Tell Tale Heart”
Edgar Allen Poe  
	For Assessments:
· "Zoo" - Edward Hoch	
· “The Blind Men and the Elephant” – John Godfrey Saxe	

For Lessons:
· "The Ransom of Red Chief" - O. Henry
· "By the Waters of Babylon" - Stephen Vincent Benet
· The Republic, The Allegory of the Cave from Book VII - Plato
· The Things They Carried	Good Form - Tim O'Brien
· "A Million Little Pieces Revisited: Can the Truth Ever Set James Frey Free?" - Daniel Honan from Big Think Group
· "Narrative Point of View: Some Considerations” - John Lye from Brock University Department of English Language & Literature
· "Best-Selling Memoir Draws Scrutiny" - Edward Wyatt 
· The Treachery of Images (This is not a pipe) - Rene Magritte	
· "Deconstructing a Television Commercial: Media Literacy (video)
· Facebook Commercial (video)	

	Unit Summary
	Students explore the role of the narrator and point of view in a text. Students will understand how the narrative voice of a text can blur the line between fact and fiction and how a “story truth” is often different from but relates to “happening truth.” Students will also investigate the motives and bias present in various media. 
	

	Focus Standards
	Though additional Louisiana Common Core Standards are addressed in the unit, the focus standards listed below are essential for students to be successful on unit and quarterly assessments.
	

	
	Literature – 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6
	

	
	Information – 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.6, 8.8, 8.9
	

	
	Writing – 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.8, 8.10
	

	Performance Assessments
	Each unit assessment has three parts, which together measure the following claims:
· Students read and comprehend a range of complex texts independently.
· Students write effectively when using and/or analyzing sources.

Cold Read Task – Students read “Zoo” and “The Blind Men and the Elephant.” Then students answer a combination of questions.

Culminating Writing Task – Students write a multiparagraph essay in response to the prompt: Rewrite “The Tell-Tale Heart” from a new perspective. Then compare and contrast the original version and a rewritten version to determine which version has more impact and why.

Extension Task - Students evaluate perspective in real-world situations to determine whether information is reliable. Students select a specific topic to research and then deliver a multimedia report that explains persuasive techniques and the advantages and disadvantages of different mediums.

	Unit Notes:
	Daily lesson resource - https://learnzillion.com/resources/78763-tell-tale-heart 
Louisiana Guidebook - http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/unit-plan-english-language-arts-grade-8-sample-the-tell-tale-heart.pdf?sfvrsn=7 



Unit 4 Focus – Conservation
	Time Frame
	Reading Focus
	Writing Focus
	Anchor Text
	Additional Texts Needed

	7 weeks
	Informational
	Explanatory & Argument
	"Conservation as a National Duty," 
Theodore Roosevelt
	For Assessments:
· “John James Audubon and the Natural World” 

For Lessons:
· “Autumntime,” A. Lenti
· “Requiem for a Nest,” Wanda Coleman
· “Birdfoot’s Grampa,” Joseph Bruchac
· “Theodore Roosevelt and the National Park System” from Park Net, National Park Service
· Excerpt of The Life of John James Audubon: The Naturalist
· “Bookstand: Audubon’s Birds and Words," Thomas Uskali
· Excerpt from “Audubon: A Vision,” Robert Penn Warren
· “The Calypso Borealis," John Muir

	Unit Summary
	Students explore a tumultuous period in our country’s history during which people questioned political decisions, morals, and social norms. This unit presents opportunities for students to examine different perspectives through various accounts, real and fictional. Students consider various personal accounts and primary sources that offer different interpretations of people and events of the time. This unit may connect to social studies.
	

	Focus Standards
	Though additional Louisiana Common Core Standards are addressed in the unit, the focus standards listed below are essential for students to be successful on unit and quarterly assessments.
	

	
	Literature – 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4
	

	
	Information – 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6, 8.7, 8.8, 8.9
	

	
	Writing – 8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 8.10
	

	Performance Assessments
	Each unit assessment has three parts, which together measure the following claims:
· Students read and comprehend a range of complex texts independently.
· Students write effectively when using and/or analyzing sources.

Cold Read Task – Students read “John James Audubon and the Natural World” from Louisiana Cultural Vistas, Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities, independently and answer a combination of multiple-choice and constructed-response questions about the text using evidence for all answers.

Culminating Writing Task –How does Roosevelt make connections between conservation and the progress, patriotism, and morality of the American people? Write a multi-paragraph essay with evidence that explains how these connections are made to support his cause of conservation.

Extension Task – Working in small groups, conduct a short research project on a modern conservation group (e.g., the Sierra Club, the Audubon Society, the National Park Service) that uses research and exploration to conserve wildlife.

	Unit Notes:
	Overview subject to change as guidebook receives updates on LearnZillion.com.
Daily lesson resource - https://learnzillion.com/resources/81662-8th-grade-ela-guidebook-units   
Louisiana Guidebook - https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/unit-plan-english-language-arts-grade-8-sample-conservation-as-a-national-duty.pdf?sfvrsn=7 



2016-2017 Grade 8 ELA LA CCSS Map
	
	Quarter 1
	Quarter 2
	Quarter 3
	Quarter 4

	Reading for Literature (RL)
	Introduce:
RL.8.1          RL.8.7
RL.8.2          RL.8.9
RL.8.3
RL.8.4
RL.8.6

	Introduce:




Reinforce: Q1
	Introduce:
RL.8.5



Reinforce: Q1, Q2
	Introduce:
RL.8.10



Reinforce: Q1, Q2, Q3

	Reading for Information (RI)
	Introduce:
RI.8.1           RI.8.8
RI.8.2           RI.8.9
RI.8.4
RI.8.6
	Introduce:     
RI.8.3           RI.8.7
RI.8.5           


Reinforce: Q1
	Introduce:




Reinforce: Q1, Q2
	Introduce:
RI.8.10



Reinforce: Q1, Q2, Q3

	Writing (W)
	Introduce:
W.8.1              W.8.9a
W.8.2              W.8.10
W.8.4
[bookmark: _GoBack]W.8.5
	Introduce:    
W.8.2            RI.8.7
W.8.6            RI.8.8


Reinforce: Q1
	Introduce:
W.8.3



Reinforce Q1, Q2
	Introduce:
W.8.9b



Reinforce: Q1, Q2, Q3

	Speaking and Listening (SL)
	Introduce:
SL.8.1
SL.8.6

	Introduce:
SL.8.2
SL.8.4


Reinforce: Q1
	Introduce:
SL.8.3



Reinforce: Q1, Q2
	Introduce:
SL.8.5



Reinforce: Q1, Q2, Q3

	Language (L)
	Introduce:
L.8.2
L.8.4
L.8.5
L.8.6
	Introduce:
L.8.1a,b
L.8.3
L.8.6

Reinforce: Q1
	Introduce:
L.8.1c,d



Reinforce: Q1, Q2
	




Reinforce: Q1, Q2, Q3
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